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December Heat

November 1924. The „grand trial of the 149“ has been concluded and the threat of communist terror seems to 
have passed. The young republic of Estonia is consumed in its everyday life. Newlyweds Tanel and Anna Rõuk 
attempt to make end meets but the times are hard for the ordinary folks. Anna would rather travel to Paris where 
she needn’t wear her shabby stockings and freeze throughout the colder seasons. Tanel, although a fervent officer 
who has defended the country in the War of Independence, eventually gives in. But in the morning of the couple’s 
departure, on December 1, an uprising starts. The leaders of Komintern have signalled for the World Revolution to 
proceed and Estonia is their next target. An army has lined up behind the border, rebels emerge from their hiding 
places, and agitators call for commoners to quit their jobs and climb the barricades.  

Taking leave of his colleagues at the Baltic Railway Station, Tanel is trapped by the communist attack and 
Anna taken hostage by its leader. Tanel manages to escape, though, and must pursue the freedom of both his 
wife and his country. No one has been warned of the attack, although the heads of state certainly were aware 
of the danger. Inevitably, the communists assume command of one strategic object after another. But soon a 
counter-attack is formed, and General Põdder, the only higher military officer to have publicly voiced concerns, 
becomes its main organizer. 

When the smoke has almost cleared it appears that the fate of the republic hangs on a single telegram, in 
which a plea for help is sent to Russia. Barely, with the help of general Põdder, Tanel manages to prevent the 
transfer of the fateful message.  The Rõuks return to the Railway Station to retrieve their belongings and wonder 
where they really want to go with their lives.
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